
National Ethical Investment Week 2008: 
 Conditions of Participation 

For Investment Professionals and Financial Services Organisations 

 

 

This communication is intended for Investment Professionals only. It is not intended for use by private 

individuals or non-financial services organisations. 

 

These conditions of participation apply to investment professionals and financial services organisations 

and others with a commercial interest in financial services. For the conditions of participation for private 

individuals and non-financial services organisations, please visit www.neiw.org/community. 

 

Summary 

To participate in National Ethical Investment Week (NEIW) and use the NEIW logo: 

1. Investment professionals and financial services org anisations  must be in 

good standing with their regulator(s) eg. the Financial Services Authority. They 

must meet regulatory requirements and treat their customers fairly. 

2. Financial services institutions  must be members or affiliates of the UK Social 

Investment Forum (UKSIF). For details, visit www.uksif.org. 

3. Financial advisers  must be able to advise clients on green and ethical 

investments. 

4. Other financial services organisations or service p roviders  must contact 

UKSIF to agree conditions of participation. 

 

Getting involved 

We ask you to email us at info@uksif.org to 

1. confirm your acceptance of the conditions of participation given below and give 

us any additional information requested. 

2. request the NEIW logos; please say whether you want jpeg, gif and/or eps 

formats). 

3. ask us to register your support; give us permission to link to your url from 

www.neiw.org (optional); give us your logo for this link (optional; we plan to list 

urls initially and add logos at a later date); and tell us about your planned NEIW 

activities when you have decided these. 



In your email, please also tell us: 

·  your name, your email address and (optionally) your telephone number 

·  your organisation name, your web site url 

·  your parent company and/or IFA network (if applicable) 

·  your FSA firm reference number (or FSA individual reference number if you are 

participating only as an individual investment professional) or equivalent 

·  a short sentence describing your interest in NEIW for our information and to 

enable us to assist you 

·  the towns / geographical area where your NEIW involvement may be visible 

·  if you are willing to participate in national publicity about those involved 

·  the date of the conditions to which you are agreeing (see end of this document). 

If you don’t have a web site, please tell us a little about your organisation (or yourself 

if you are participating as an individual investment professional). 

 

Our Conditions of Participation: what we ask you to  agree to 

1. I/we understand that participation under these conditions is open only to 

those who are regulated investment professionals, financial services 

organisations or others with a commercial interest in financial services. I/we 

confirm that I/we are eligible under these conditions. 

2. I/we will seek to protect and enhance the good reputation of National  

Ethical Investment Week  (NEIW); I/we will ensure that all my/our NEIW 

activities and communications are legal, easily understood, clear, fair, not 

misleading, trying to give an accurate and balanced view and not 

discriminatory or offensive. 

3. I/we confirm that I/we are in good standing with all relevant regulators , eg. 

the Financial Services Authority, and will meet all regulatory and compliance 

requirements relevant to our NEIW activities. 

4. For financial institutions only: I/we confirm that we are an UKSIF member or 

affiliate and will remain so in May 2008. 

5. For financial advisers only: I/we confirm that I/we can offer informed advice  

to clients about green and ethical investments and recommend appropriate 

green and ethical investments to interested clients or refer them elsewhere. 

[See below for more details.] 

6. I/we will follow the NEIW brand guidelines  and the additional guidance here 

on describing my/our NEIW involvement and using the NEIW logos. 

 



7. I/we accept that UKSIF and any others involved in NEIW d o not take any 

responsibility for any statements made by me/us dur ing the week or for 

any expenses or legal liabilities incurred . I/we accept that my/our activities 

are not covered by any insurance held by UKSIF or others involved in NEIW. 

8. I/we agree to 

·  provide reasonable information  to UKSIF to enable publicity, monitoring 

and evaluation of NEIW. 

·  allow UKSIF to send me/us information  about NEIW and green and 

ethical investment; allow (optionally) the NEIW sponsors to send me/us 

information; I/we understand that I/we can opt out from either at any time. 

·  withdraw from participation  at any time at the request of UKSIF. 

 

Describing Your NEIW Involvement and Using the NEIW  Logos 

You may describe yourself when needed as ‘supporting’ or ‘backing’ or ‘affiliated to’ 

NEIW. You must not describe yourself as a ‘sponsor of’ or ‘sponsoring’ NEIW or 

otherwise give a potentially misleading impression of the nature of your support. You 

must ensure that any acknowledgement of external support for your NEIW activities 

or communications (eg. sponsorship of a local event) is clearly specific to that and 

does not imply sponsorship of NEIW as a whole. 

 

The NEIW logos can be used both to show that you / your organisation is backing 

NEIW and for events, publications, etc. that are a contribution to NEIW. Strap-lines 

such as ‘Supporter’, ‘We’re backing’, ‘Part of’ etc. should not be added to these 

logos. 

 

Informed Financial Advice on Green and Ethical Inve stments 

We anticipate that advisers able to offer informed advice on green and ethical 

investments will address the following areas: 

·  Fact finding:  The adviser will give clients the opportunity to express their interest 

eg. by asking them a suitable open question during the fact finding process. 

Examples of such questions are given in the UKSIF training course. Examples of 

supplementary fact finds are available at www.uksif.org/consumers-

advisers/advisers/fact-finds. 

·  Knowledge and understanding:  The adviser will have sufficient knowledge and 

understanding of green and ethical investments to be able to advise the client or, 

if more appropriate, to pass the client to an appropriate colleague. UKSIF 



believes that this knowledge and understanding may be obtained by undertaking 

the UKSIF training course or equivalent, followed by appropriate CPD such as 

that offered by the Ethical Investment Association. Advisers may also wish to use 

one of the range of tools available from service providers to assist them to select 

particular investments. Some of these tools are listed in the UKSIF training 

course. 

·  Access to suitable investments:  The adviser will not be subject to constraints 

that, in most circumstances, prevent him/her from recommending green and 

ethical investments when these would otherwise be suitable. The factors affecting 

this might include the coverage of green and ethical investments on any 

approved products list and the conditions under which an adviser can 

recommend products not on such a list. 

 

Financial Advice Subsidiaries of Financial Institut ions 

UKSIF is happy to discuss participation with subsidiaries/divisions offering 

independent or multi-tied financial advice even if their parent financial institution is 

not an UKSIF member; please note that this excludes subsidiaries/divisions offering 

investment management services. The conditions of participation for financial 

advisers must be met. 

 

Your Feedback 

We welcome comments on these conditions of participation and how we can make 

them as clear, easy to understand and short as possible, and help you to follow 

them. Please send your comments to info@uksif.org. 

 

Disclaimer: 
This document should not be taken as financial advice or seen as an endorsement or recommendation 
of any particular company, investment or individual. 
 
It should not be construed as an offer to buy or sell any security or other financial instrument. The 
content is intended for use as a source of general information only. It is intended for use in organising 
activities and events during NEIW and not intended for use by private investors. Consumers should 
seek professional advice before making investment decisions. While based on information believed to 
be reliable, no guarantee is given that it is accurate or complete. UKSIF does not accept liability for any 
errors, and neither the company nor any of its members, affiliates, directors, employees or other 
representatives will be liable for any damages, losses, costs, claims, liabilities or expenses arising out of 
or in connection with the use of this publication. 
 
Please note that UK Social Investment Forum does not undertake regulated financial services activities 
as defined by the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 (FSMA) and associated legislation and, 
unless stated otherwise, UKSIF communications have not been approved by persons authorised to 
undertake such regulated activities. 
 
Copyright UK Social Investment Forum (10 March 2008). 


